
BrusselsBELGIUM2026

“ Signed on behalf of EI and its 377 member organisations 
representing 33 million educators in 180 countries and territories. ”�

Leprosy, also known as Hansen’s disease, is an infectious bacterial illness that primarily affects the skin and 
peripheral nerves. Although it is curable, persons affected by leprosy and their families continue to face stigma 
and discrimination in many parts of the world.

Addressing the misconceptions that perpetuate this injustice requires the transformative power of education. 
Education plays a crucial role in shaping the values of future generations, and the right to quality education is 
a precondition for equity, inclusion and social justice. 

As the global voice of teachers, Education International is committed to advancing education that fosters 
critical thinking, challenges prejudices and eliminates all forms of discrimination, within schools and across 
society. 

Equipping teachers and education personnel with accurate knowledge of leprosy and supporting them to 
share this information with students can help reduce fear and misunderstanding. Such education also fosters 
empathy and strengthens respect for human rights. 

Schools also serve as vital community hubs for health promotion and disease prevention. Promoting 
awareness and screening can help to identify early signs of leprosy, enabling timely treatment and reducing 
the risk of disability and stigma. 

Education trade unions also have a vital role to play. Through training, campaigns and collaboration with health 
and education authorities, unions can empower educators to become champions of inclusion and health. 

As educators, we will use our collective voice to promote knowledge, empathy and action, working toward a 
society in which the dignity of all individuals is upheld.

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, 
Armenia, Aruba, Australia, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, 
Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bermuda, Bolivia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Botswana, 
Brazil, British Virgin Islands, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, 
Canada, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, Colombia, Congo, Cook 
Islands, Costa Rica, Croatia, Curaçao, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El 
Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, 
Germany, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guadeloupe, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, 
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, 
Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati, Korea (Rep of), 
Kosovo, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 

Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali,  Malta, Mauritania, Maurit ius, 
Mexico, Moldova, Mongolia, Montenegro, Montserrat, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, 
Namibia, Nepal,  Net herlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger,  Nigeria, Nort h 
Macedonia, Norway, Pakistan, Palestine, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, 
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint 
Lucia, Saint Martin, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, 
Senegal, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Somalia, 
South Africa, South Sudan, Spain, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Eswatini, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Syria, Taiwan, Tajikistan, Tanzania, Thailand, Timor Leste, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Tunisia, Türkiye, Tuvalu, Uganda, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States of 
America, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe
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